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Congressman Helped Initiate This Year's Celebration in New York, Secured $1.39 Million in
Federal Funding for Various Activities, & Received Medal of Honor from Queen of the
Netherlands for Strengthening Bonds Between U.S. & the Netherlands

  

Kingston, NY - Congressman Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) today recorded an interview regarding
this year's Hudson Quadricentennial commemoration with the New York State Archives that will
be shown 100 years from now during the 500th anniversary celebration in New York.  Hinchey,
who initiated the federal effort to organize this year's quadricentennial celebration of the historic
voyages of Henry Hudson and Samuel de Champlain, as well as for the bicentennial celebration
of Robert Fulton's endeavor, recorded the interview at the Rondout Waterfront as well as inside
the Kingston Maritime Museum's replica of the captains quarters of the Half Moon -- the ship led
by Henry Hudson in 1609.

  

The congressman secured $1.39 million in federal funding for various activities and events
surrounding the quadricentennial celebration.  The congressman was also honored this year by
Her Royal Highness Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands with the Dutch Royal Officer in the Order
of Orange-Nassau Medal for his work to commemorate the quadricentennial anniversary of
Henry Hudson's exploration and discovery of the river in New York that now bears his name
and for his efforts to strengthen the U.S.-Netherlands relationship.

  

"This year's quadricentennial commemoration was filled with wonderful celebrations and
extraordinary activities that New Yorkers and visitors who attended those events will cherish for
a long time," Hinchey said. "New York has a remarkably rich history and this year's events
helped celebrate that history while helping to educate the public about the discoveries that
occurred 400 years ago.  The 500th anniversary celebration in 2109 will undoubtedly be even
grander and I am hopeful that my thoughts on this year's events as well as on our shared
history with the Netherlands will contribute in some way to the activities that will be held 100
years from now."

  

In 2002, New York State enacted legislation creating a state quadricentennial commemoration
commission. Using the $1.39 million Hinchey secured from Congress for the quadricentennial,
the National Park Service (NPS) coordinated educational, cultural and historical projects with
the state commission while also consulting with the congressman.  The state commission and
the NPS are also working together to support and facilitate marketing efforts for other
commemorative related activities.
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In March 2009, Hinchey traveled to Amsterdam to join Her Royal Highness Queen Beatrix for a
kickoff of the Netherlands' quadricentennial celebration of Henry Hudson's journey.  In addition
to meeting with the queen, Hinchey had a full agenda during his four day trip to the Netherlands
that included meetings with various political leaders to discuss U.S.-Netherlands partnerships
on renewable energy and economic matters.

  

In September 2009, Hinchey received the Order of Orange-Nassau Medal from Her Royal
Highness Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands for his work to celebrate the 400th anniversary and
for strengthening ties between the U.S. and the Netherlands.  The Order of Orange-Nassau
Medal is awarded by Her Royal Highness Queen Beatrix to people who she believes deserve
appreciation and recognition from society for the special way in which they have carried out
their activities with great character. The royal medal is also awarded to those who have reached
special achievements in his/her work.  Such ‘outstanding or exceptional services in the working
environment’ must exceed what might normally be expected of a person in that position. This
refers to personal dedication, vision and qualities. Furthermore, the merits of the honoree must
have a genuinely positive impact on society as a whole. The royal medal is one of the
Netherland's highest civil honors.

  

The congressman, who has a long public record of supporting historic preservation and
advancing programs that help inform the public about New York's rich history, has long been
interested in the story of Henry Hudson's voyage up the now-Hudson River in 1609 and the
subsequent development of New York by the Dutch.  The settlement of the Dutch in New York
led to the city becoming the most important travel region in the newly developed America.  The
importance of the river increased over time and led to the development of the Erie Canal, which
enabled a growing population to move further west.  The development of the canal also made
New York City the most significant city on the east coast, settling what had previously been a
two-way competition between Boston and Philadelphia for that status.  The establishment of
New York as a trading post also made the city a center for international trade.

  

Hinchey noted how Amsterdam was the most diverse city in the world during the 17th Century
and how the integration of New York City was patterned after the integration of the population in
the Netherlands.  The congressman pointed out that many parts of New York City, such as
Brooklyn and Harlem, are named after places in the Netherlands.

  

Hinchey is the author of the legislation that created the Hudson River Valley National Heritage
Area, the first federal action formally recognizing the fundamentally significant role the people of
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the Hudson Valley played in the early development of America and its institutions.  The
congressman has worked to secure various allocations of funding for the heritage area.
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